
From: susan barnes <susanebarnes@yahoo.co.uk>
Sent: 23 November 2023 10:13
To: Archives <archives@iolmercy.org.uk>
Subject: ExternalSt Anne's Convent, Newcastle on Tyne 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Daniel,

Thank you for your telephone call today.

I hope you can advise whether your office holds the records for the above Convent. I am trying to research family members who I believe were taken in by the Sisters between 1919 and 1921 after they left Nazareth House in Lancaster.

My grandmother (Catherine Skivington, born Barrow-in-Furness 9/10/1905) and her sister (Margaret Catherine Skivington, born Glasgow 25/5/1907) were both returned to their widowed father's care on the 6/5/1919 when he returned from the war. According to relatives of Margaret both girls were sent to St. Anne's Convent, Summerhill Grove, after the family moved to Newcastle. 

I have managed to find Margaret on the 1921 census at St. Anne's, although she is recorded as Catherine (her middle name). The age given on the census form is definitely Margaret's age, not Catherine's. Margaret's occupation is recorded as 'Servant, Laundress'. I could find no trace of Catherine. I have attached a copy of the 1921 census showing Margaret as resident.

I believe Margaret was still at the convent at least until 1928 when she was 21 years old, as my grandmother is believed to have visited her sister at the convent on her 21st birthday.

Margaret left the convent a few years later when her older sister Mary took her to live with her in Liverpool.

Their father was James Skivington, born Glasgow 8/8/1879. Their mother was deceased (died 1916).

If you do not hold the records for St Anne's please could you advise where the records may be held.

Thankyou for your help.

Regards, 
Sue Barnes,
Grandaughter of Catherine Skivington born 9/10/1905 

ExternalSt Anne's Convent, Newcastle on Tyne
Yahoo/Inbox
•	 
Archives 
From:archives@iolmercy.org.uk
To:susan barnes
Thu, 7 Dec 2023 at 13:26
Dear Sue,

Thank you for your patience. I have now completed my search of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne collection.

Looking at the register for that time period, I can confirm that both Catherine and Margaret were admitted to St Anne's Convent on 29th November 1920.

Margaret then "returned home" a few months later on 2nd January 1921, with Catherine following the year after on 1st March 1922.

According to our register, Catherine's year of birth is listed as 9th October 1906, and Margaret's as 28th May 1907. The 1921 census was carried out in June of that year. Therefore, if the date of birth we have down for Catherine is to be believed, she would indeed have been 14 as stated on the census.

I'm afraid we have no further record of the two other than the admissions register. I have attached to this email a photo of the register for you to view yourself. Catherine and Margaret are half-way down the page, admissions 445 and 446.

Regarding conclusions on who was there at the time of the census, based purely on our records, it looks like it was indeed Catherine. However, information from this period is sometimes inconsistent, and there may have been errors in recording. Additionally, it would also seem unlikely that either of them were at St Anne's in 1928.

I''m sorry I can't provide you with more information. It's common in these types of enquiries for more questions to raised than answered! Please let me know if there's anything more I can do for you.

Kind regards,

Daniel Flint

Archivist and Heritage Centre Co-Ordinator
Institute of Our Lady of Mercy GB
Email: archives@iolmercy.org.uk
Telephone: 07932 236107
Website: www.ourladyofmercy.org.uk
________________________________________
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